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Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting 
held on 25 February 2021 

Video Conference at 6.30pm 
 
Present: Cllrs Louise Balaam, Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown (Vice Chairman), Daniel Horn, 
Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and Paul Lucas 
In attendance: Riikka Berthoud, Parish Clerk, District Cllr Geoff Williamson and one member 
of the public 
 

 
21/09   Apologies 
  To receive and accept apologies for absence 

None 
  
21/10  Interests 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the 
agenda 
None 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests 
None 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 
None 

 
21/11  Minutes 

To confirm the Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting held on 
14 January 2021 as an accurate record of the proceedings. 
Resolved, that the minutes be agreed as a true and accurate record of the 
proceedings and be duly signed by the Chairman.  Unanimously agreed. 

 
21/12  Public Issues         
  Members of the public can raise matters of concern.  (This item is limited to 
  15 minutes) 

The problems of noise and smoke from activities at the Oaks was raised.  A 
resident explained to the council the adverse effects resulting from the 
activities taking place at the Oaks, which borders his property.  There is 
considerable impact on horses due to noise seven days a week including late 
in the evening.  Many cars are stored at the site.  It is unclear who is 
responsible and for what breaches.  EHDC, the county council and Oliver 
Heald MP have been contacted.  Oliver Heald has passed the matter on to 
the Environment Agency. The resident has been advised to keep a diary of 
events as evidence.  Cllr Lucas has liaised with EHDC regarding the licence 
held by the business at the Oaks and whether they are in breach of it.   
District Cllr Williamson offered to co-ordinate with other EHDC departments, 
including environmental health regarding noise, licensing regarding illegal 
activity, operations regarding trade waste and planning. 
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21/13  Updates from Councillors 

a) Chairman’s update – Cllr Hutchins 
Survey to gauge residents’ views of the Parish Council 
Action: Chairman to post survey on Facebook. 

b) Village Hall – Cllr Hutchins 
Celebrations for cricket club centenary and playground grand opening 
were discussed at the latest village hall meeting.  The proposal is a joint 
village event in July/August when Covid restrictions should be fully 
relaxed. 

c) Playground – Cllr Balaam, Cllr Brown 
Update on playground project, including choosing supplier, grant funding, 
Just Giving funding and site clear-up progress (21/05c) 
Cllr Brown has compiled a list of volunteering tasks.  Contingency 
planning will be carried out regarding Covid safe procedures during 
installation.      
Cllr Brown will put in order.  Contractor would like access to water and 
toilets and potentially somewhere to store equipment.  They will be able 
to use the cricket pavilion but must use protective covers on newly 
carpeted floor.  Cllr Hutchins suggested a special deep cleaning process 
before and after contractor’s use of building.  Review at the time. 
Further fundraising will take place including possible lottery funding and 
funds from Clarion Housing.  Potential also for villagers to sponsor items 
such as seating in the woodland area. 
Cllr Brown will post an update on the project on Facebook followed by a 
post about volunteering and fundraising.  Cllr Balaam will be the contact 
person. 
Resolved, proposed Cllr Brown, seconded by Cllr Berthoud to choose 
Sovereign Playground Equipment as the contractor.  Unanimously agreed. 
Actions: Cllr Brown to place order for playground equipment, post 
Facebook announcements.  Cllr Balaam to contact Lottery and Clarion 
regarding funding. 

d) Footpaths and Common Land – Cllr Brown 
Update on proposal to include village footpath maps on Parish Council 
website and decide on £45 per annum map subscription (21/05d). 
Decision postponed whilst more research into alternatives is carried out. 
EHDC has been notified of fields that have been ploughed but where 
footpaths have not been reinstated. 
The rabbit problem at the recreation ground will be dealt with by culling. 
Cllr Lucas reported a potential sewage problem between the crossing of 
footpaths 7 and 9 and the kissing gate behind the Square and Cockswood.    
Action: Chairman to report sewage problem to Clarion Housing. 
Nicholas Maddox of EHDC has been contacted regarding the re-
instatement of the footpath in the ‘pig field’ off Crabbs Green Lane.  This 
may not be possible due to livestock in the field.  The situation will be 
monitored and action taken in the future if necessary. 
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Mr Reason, a long-standing resident of Stocking Pelham, has passed 
away.  His daughter has asked for permission to plant a tree or place a 
commemorative bench on Crabbs Green, where her father enjoyed 
spending time.  The council was in favour of the proposal. 

e) Highways – Cllr Horn 
Nothing new. 

f) Planning – Cllr Lucas 
I. Update on current applications 

The Oaks – complaints by residents regarding noise and noxious 
fires, see 21/12 

II. New applications 
None. 

g) The Cock Inn – Cllr Berthoud 
SPCAG continuing discussions with interested parties. 
As the pub is again on the market, Cllr Lucas will contact EHDC to confirm 
that the ACV moratorium period, during which the SPCAG can make a bid, 
still applies. 
 

21/14  Finance 
  Purchase of new ‘Save our Pub’ banner. 

Resolved, proposed Cllr Lucas, seconded Cllr Berthoud to purchase four 
banners for £190 + VAT.  Unanimously agreed. 

  Financial update for Q4 2020 received. 
 
21/15  Clerk’s notices 

A proposal for a solar farm in Berden was received by the clerk, who will 
organise a meeting with the company concerned. 
Action: Clerk to organise meeting with Low Carbon Ltd. 

     
21/16  Next Meeting 

To agree date and suggest agenda items for the next Meeting of the Parish 
Council 
Next meeting on Thursday 25 March 2021 at 6.30pm. 
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 7.40pm. 

    
  

 
 
 


