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Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting 
held on 23 September 2021 

Village Hall at 6.30pm 
 
Present: Cllrs Colin Berthoud, Daniel Horn, Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and Paul Lucas 
Note taker: Cllr Berthoud 

 
21/48   Apologies 
  To receive and accept apologies for absence 
  Cllr Balaam, due to illness 
  The Clerk, due to illness 
  
21/49  Interests 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the 
agenda 
None 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and  
None 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 
None 

 
21/50  Minutes 

To confirm the Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meetings held on 
22 July 2021 and the adjourned meeting on 16 September 2021 as accurate 
records of the proceedings. 
Resolved that the minutes be agreed as true and accurate records of the 
proceedings and be duly signed by the Chairman.  Unanimously agreed. 

 
21/51  Public Issues         
  Members of the public can raise matters of concern.  (This item is limited to 
  15 minutes) 
  None present. 
 
21/52  Updates from Councillors 

a) Chairman’s update – Cllr Hutchins 
A report has been commissioned by residents of Stocking Pelham and 
other villages that will examine the impact of electrical storage batteries 
on the area. 
A complaint has been made that a business is operating possibly without 
planning consent behind White Hart farm.  Chairman has suggested that 
the complainants talk first to the landowner. 

b) Village Hall – Cllr Hutchins 
The village hall will continue to be available only to the pre-school, due to 
prohibitive costs of making Covid-safe for other groups. 
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c) Playground – Cllr Balaam 
Continues to be well-used, inspected more than once weekly by the 
Chairman 

d) Footpaths and Common Land  
1. Update from the Chairman regarding sewage in ditch to the rear of 
the recreation ground (21/44d1) 
A temporary fix has been made but the shaft is blocked and needs 
pumping.  The sewage plant was not designed for current usage and has 
reached end of life.  The council should be concerned that there is a 
serious health risk.   Action, Chairman to raise with the Environment 
Agency 
2. Update from the Chairman regarding replacing an existing stile with a 
gate in Hitchcocks’ field (21/44d2) 
In general, a stile is sufficient but this is a preserved piece of land so the 
rules may be different.  Action, Chairman to contact Herts PROW for 
clarification. 
3.  To consider organising a volunteer party to distribute woodchip onto 
footpaths in the recreation ground woodland walk and Crabbs Green 
Date organised for Saturday week. 

e) Highways – Cllr Horn 
1. Update from the Chairman on dangerously overgrown hedge at 
Bennils (21/44e1) 
Follow up in October if no action taken by the property owner. 
2. Update from Cllr Horn on the possibility of a speed monitor being 
deployed in the village (21/44e2)  
The police made a brief visit with a speed gun but as no-one was caught 
speeding no further action will be taken. 

f) Planning – Cllr Lucas 
1. Update on current applications 
Waterlilies amendment 321 1580 granted 
Amended plan for battery just arrived 
2. New applications 
None 
3. Update from Cllr Lucas on The Oaks site light industrial activity 
(21/44f1) 
Geoff Williamson will report back on the situation at the Oaks 
The Cock Inn – Cllr Berthoud 
East Herts have told the Action Group they will need to update the 
business plan, specifics to be provided in due course. 

 
21/53  Finance 

1. To approve spending of £50 to help cover the production cost of a 
solar facility booklet by the CPRE 
Resolved, proposed Cllr Berthoud, seconded Cllr Lucas to grant CPRE 
£50 for booklet production costs.  Unanimously agreed. 

2. To agree that the council should join the CPRE and approve payment 
of an annual subscription fee of £36.  
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Resolved, proposed Cllr Berthoud, seconded Cllr Lucas, that the parish 
council should join the CPRE for an annual cost of £36.  Unanimously 
agreed. 
Clerk to pay the fee. 
Cllr Lucas urged councillors to join CPRE as individuals. 

3. To receive financial statement for Q2 2021 
Statement received. 

4. To receive update on playground grant fund release (21/44c) 
Grant expected imminently 

 
21/54  Councillor Vacancy 
  To consider the co-option of a new councillor 

A long list of candidates was discussed.  Chairman to approach those 
individuals.  Clerk to advertise the vacancy. 

 
21/55  Clerk’s notices 
  None 
     
21/56  Next Meeting 

To agree date and suggest agenda items for the next Meeting of the Parish 
Council 
 
Date not agreed. 
 

    
 
Meeting finished at 7.20pm. 

  
 

 
 
 


