
 

 

Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting 
held on 13 August 2020 

Video Conference at 6.30pm 
 
Present: Cllrs Louise Balaam, Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown (Vice Chairman), Daniel Horn, 
Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and Paul Lucas 
In attendance: Mrs R Berthoud, Parish Clerk, District Cllr Graham McAndrew 
 

 
20/021  Apologies 
  To receive and accept apologies for absence 
  None 
  
20/022  Interests 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the 
agenda 
None 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and  
None 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 
None 

 
20/023  Minutes 
  To confirm the Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting held on 
  13 August 2020 as an accurate record of proceedings 

Resolved that the minutes be agreed as a true and accurate record of the 
proceedings and be duly signed by the Chairman.  Unanimously agreed. 

 
20/024  Public Issues         
  Members of the public can raise matters of concern.  (This item is limited to 
  15 minutes)  

District Cllr Graham McAndrew gave an overview of his role in East Herts 
Council. 

 
20/025  Updates from Councillors 

a) Chairman’s update – Cllr Hutchins 
Cllr Hutchins proposed writing a letter in support of Nuthampstead 
Airfield Museum, which is a valuable local tourist attraction as well as an 
asset to the wider community attracting both domestic and international 
visitors. 
Resolved to write a letter supporting Nuthampstead Airfield Museum.  
Unanimously agreed. 
Action – Cllr Hutchins will organise. 

b) Village Hall – Cllr Hutchins 
Necessary upgrades have been carried out, including renovating the 
floors, replacing windows and re-siting the notice board. 



 

 

 
 

c) Playground – Cllr Balaam, Cllr Brown 
Cllr Brown has investigated grants, many of which require evidence of 
community involvement.  Interest in the playground project will be 
gauged by inviting comments on the village facebook page.  
Action – Cllr Brown will post  

d) Footpaths and Common Land – Cllr Brown 
Plans to replace the kissing gate at Stocking Pelham Farm with a stile 
were considered unsatisfactory as this would not provide easy access for 
all potential users. 

e) Highways – Cllr Horn 
Nothing to repot. 

f) Planning – Cllr Lucas 
I. Update on current applications 

Cock Inn – Proposal for 14 letting rooms, bar and restaurant.  
The parish council has concerns regarding the viability of the 
proposal for 14 letting rooms, bar and restaurant at the Cock Inn.  
Previously an application was made for 6 letting rooms on the first 
floor, which, with some amendments, was approved provided the 
applicant signs a Section 106.  The 106 has not been signed and 
planning permission has not yet been granted. A subsequent 
application for 5 garden letting rooms was refused due to 
insufficient provision for parking within the site.  No drawings for 
the current development proposal have been produced for the 
parish council’s consideration and no statement for a business 
case put forward.  The garden is a highly valued feature of the pub 
and there is the possibility that it would be used for parking, thus 
completely changing the character of the pub for the worse.  The 
Parish Council’s view is still that the applicant’s legal obligation is 
the provision of an operational public house in Stocking Pelham. 
Resolved, proposed Cllr Hutchins, seconded Cllr Berthoud to not 
support the proposal for 14 letting rooms, bar and restaurant.  
Unanimously agreed. 

II. New applications 
None. 

g) The Cock Inn – Cllr Berthoud 
 
20/026  Finance 

The auditors have acknowledged receipt of the AGAR.  
   
20/027   Next Meeting 

To agree date and suggest agenda items for the next Meeting of the Parish 
Council. 
Next meeting on Wednesday 16 September at 6.30pm. 
Meeting closed at 7.10pm 


