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Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting 
held on 25 March 2021 

Video Conference at 6.30pm 
 
Present: Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown (Vice Chairman), Daniel Horn, Michael Hutchins 
(Chairman) and Paul Lucas 
In attendance: Mrs R Berthoud, Parish Clerk, District Councillor Geoff Williamson 
 

 
21/21  Apologies 
  To receive and accept apologies for absence 
  Cllr Balaam unwell. 
  
21/22  Interests 

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the 
agenda 
None 

b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests; and  
None 

c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate 
None 

 
21/23  Minutes 

To confirm the Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council Meeting held on 
25 February 2021 and the Minutes of Stocking Pelham Parish Council 
Extraordinary Meeting on 18 March 2021 as accurate records of the 
proceedings. 
Resolved, that both sets of minutes be agreed as true representations and 
accurate records of the proceedings and be duly signed by the Chairman.  
Unanimously agreed. 

 
21/24  Public Issues         
  Members of the public can raise matters of concern.  (This item is limited to 
  15 minutes)  
  None 
 
21/25  Updates from Councillors 

a) Chairman’s update – Cllr Hutchins 
Update on Pelham Spring Solar Farm 
The Chairman read out two proposed letters of support to the Stop 
Battles Solar Farm group.  These are joint letters with Manuden and 
Berden Parish Councils.  The shorter version was favoured by the Parish 
Council.  All members of the council were in favour of the chairman 
signing it on behalf of SPPC. 
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b) Village Hall – Cllr Hutchins 
The pre-school has re-started with limited hours.  Hours will be extended 
after Easter. 
A suggestion has been put forward that some of the money held by the 
village hall could be spent on repairing or renewing the fence around the 
recreation ground where rabbits have done considerable damage.  Cllr 
Hutchins will get quotes and consult the village hall committee. 
Elections in May will necessitate a deep clean of the village hall which Cllr 
Hutchins has organised. 
Action, Cllr Hutchins to get quote for rabbit wire. 

c) Playground – Cllr Balaam, Cllr Brown 
Update on playground project 
Cllr Brown contacted Marlon of Clarion Housing regarding extra 
playground items that will not be supplied by Sovereign.  A grant may be 
available, or she could suggest other agencies with funds.  Cllr and Mrs 
Brown have done more clearing of the playground site.  The next task will 
be clearing of ant hills followed by rolling to flatten the ground. 
Cllr Balaam made inquires regarding the Clarion emergency grant, but this 
is intended for Covid related actions and we are not eligible. 

d) Footpaths and Common Land – Cllr Brown 
Sewage from Clarion sewage works 
Cllr Hutchins contacted Clarion Housing and someone was to be sent out 
as soon as possible.  The situation has subsequently improved.   
Footpaths that have been ploughed have been reported.   
Guide to Footpaths has not progressed.  Cllr Brown will look into this. 
Nothing further from Roger Reason’s daughter re memorial bench or tree 
on Crabb’s Green. 

e) Highways – Cllr Horn 
A resident has complained about an increasing number of lorries driving 
fast through the village.  It was also noted that banks have eroded and 
been pushed back resulting in damage to the edge of the road in many 
places.   
Action, Cllr Horn to contact East Herts Highways Dept. 

f) Planning – Cllr Lucas 
I. Update on current applications 

Dist Cllr Williamson reported that Environmental Health have 
opened a case and appointed an officer to investigate the various 
activities at the Oaks.  The possibility of planning breaches will 
also be looked into. 

II. New applications 
None 

g) The Cock Inn – Cllr Berthoud 
The value of the Cock has gone down judging by pubs sold in the local 
area. 
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21/26  Finance 

1. To approve Sovereign Playground quote of £13,142.25 ex. VAT for the 
supply and installation of playground equipment and 20% deposit of 
£2,628.45 to be paid at the time of ordering. 
Resolved, proposed Cllr Brown, seconded Cllr Berthoud to approve above 
quote and order playground equipment.  Unanimously agreed. 

2. To consider the purchase of a Book of Condolence for £29.95. 
Resolved, proposed Cllr Hutchins, seconded Cllr Horn to purchase a book 
of condolence.  Unanimously agreed. 
Action, Clerk to purchase. 

   
21/27  Clerk’s notices 
  For information only 

As per statutory instrument SI2020/392 local authorities were granted 
permission to allow members, the public and press to attend meetings 
remotely from 4 April 2020.  The legislation only permits remote attendance 
at meetings held before 7 May 2021; hence, if no further legislation is passed, 
smaller authorities will not be able to hold virtual meetings after this date.  
Clerk will monitor the situation.  As per government rules indoor meetings of 
more than six people and two households are not permitted.  Such meetings 
will only be allowed in Step 3 (17 May at the earliest) of the government’s 
Roadmap out of Lockdown.  Some members of the parish council are not 
comfortable meeting indoors until such time as all restrictions are eased.  
Dist Cllr Williamson reported consternation at East Herts regarding this 
situation. 

     
21/28  Next Meeting 

To agree date and suggest agenda items for the next Meeting of the Parish 
Council 
Next meeting on Thursday 29 April 2021 at 6.30pm. 
 
Meeting closed 19.22. 

    
  

 
 
 


