
  STOCKING PELHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL REPORTS 2021/22 

 
Chairman’s Report – M Hutchins 

Yet another interesting and challenging year not least the continuing ban of zoom council meetings 

and a return to in person meetings despite another surge of covid. 

Dominating our affairs this year have been the numerous solar panel and battery proposals taking 

up a huge amount of time and also saw the formation of the group ‘Protect the Pelhams’ by local 

residents specifically to fight such plans. 

Numerous meetings with experts have taken place plus a five-hour meeting and tour of the village 

with the Mail on Sunday by me, a reporter and photographer resulting in a two-page spread 

highlighting the dangers of battery plants. 

Sadly after 25 years working on planning Paul Lucas retired but I am pleased to welcome new 

member Tony Southam who has taken over and executed his new role with much enthusiasm and 

hard work. Thankyou Tony. 

We also saw the opening of the kiddie’s playground and nature trail which Louise Balham will report 

on. 

So, this will be another challenging year fighting against all these unacceptable proposals. I should 

also like to say a big thankyou to all councillors who have worked hard this year. It can sometimes be 

a thankless task with little recognition, but I believe we have a close-knit team that work together 

well. 

 

 



 

Finance Report – R Berthoud 

The 2021/22 financial year started with a bank balance of £5,966.12 and ended at £6,961.25.   
 
The parish council was grateful to receive a grant of £8,000 from East Herts District Council towards 
the creation of a children’s play area in the recreation ground.  The new equipment as well as the 
adjacent nature trail have been well used since completion in June of 2021.  The rabbit fence 
surrounding the field was also repaired or replaced as needed.  
 
The new homes bonus payments for Stocking Pelham ceased and the parish council decided to raise 
the precept to £3,000 to cover running costs as well as to help with unforeseeable one-off expenses 
relating to the Cock Pub and other complex planning matters affecting the village.   
 
A larger than usual VAT refund of £3,454.68 was received in March due to the purchase of 
playground equipment. 
 
In 2022/23 the parish council intends to move forward with the expansion of the children’s play 
area.  The next piece of equipment under consideration is a zip wire.  A village event will take place 
to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and a memorial bench has been ordered to 
commemorate the day.  Fundraising events are planned as all Covid restrictions have been lifted. 
 

 
 

 
 

Opening Balance

4,686.52 Lloyds Bank 5,966.12

Receipts Payments

2,250.00 Precept 3,000.00 45.00 Open Spaces Society

341.31 Insurance 345.02

322.99 VAT reclaimed 3,454.68 Village Hall Rent

Parish Clerk Honorarium

747.00 New Homes Bonus 10.00 100 Parishes Society 10.00

De-fibrillator 145.20

496.74 Donations 8,063.00 101.86 IT and Website 141.64

480.00 PKF Littlejohn

Tree maintenance

1,457.98 Mower maintenance

CPRE membership 36.00

100.98 HAPTC annual fee 98.68

The Cock Inn banners 186.83

Playground equipment 12,631.04

2,537.13 13,594.41

5,966.12 Closing Balance Lloyds TSB 6,889.39

8,503.25 20,483.80 8,503.25 20,483.80

Stocking Pelham Parish Council

Financial Statement  -  Year ending 31st March 2022



Highways Report – D Horn 

The Police carried out some speed checks on traffic passing through Stocking Pelham during the 

months or July/August 2021 and the results showed no offences were committed. They have 

committed to continue to conduct speed traps on various days and at various times as operational 

duties permit. 

10 road fault reports raised over last 12 months, generally they are dealt with according to how 

urgent and/or hazardous they are so not all have been acted upon and may be scheduled in future 

works programs. 

 

 

Planning Report – T Southam 

The effects of covid and lock down have had knock on effect. The District Councils have suffered 
from staff shortages which has created delays in the application process and backlog. 
 
Domestic planning applications have reduced compared to last year. 
 
Activity during the last year: 
 
3/21/0969/FUL (East Herts) c/f Lithium battery storage facility - awaiting decision. 
SPPC objected 
 
3/21/2776/FUL (East Herts) Vehicular access to land at Church End - approved with conditions. 
SPPC commented on visibility of egress. 
 
3/21/0969/FUL (East Herts) Lithium battery storage facility at Battles Farm - awaiting decision 
 
UTT/21/3356/FUL (Uttlesford) Lithium battery storage facility at Battles Farm - refused SPPC 
objected to both district councils  
 
3/22/0170/ARPN (East Herts) Stocking Pelham Hall - Conversion of farm barn into two dwellings – 
refused. SPPC objected on grounds of Group 3 village specifications. 
 
3/22/0494/HH (East Herts) Sweetfield Cottage - 2 room single storey extension to rear of property - 
awaiting decision. SPPC made no comment  
 
3/22/0806/FUL (East Herts) Crabbs Lane - Lithium battery storage facility - awaiting decision. 
SPPC has objected and requested extension of deadline to collect data and gather specialist reports. 

 

 

 

 

 



Playground Report – L Balaam 

Following the installation of the playground and opening it has been a huge success and has proved 

popular with youngsters and parents. It has also provided a meeting place for the community to get 

together in an informal way.  

The nature trail has also proved popular with the youngsters many sometimes making a bee line for 

it before the equipment.  It is also a great safe place for hide and seek. 

During covid the playground provided a safe meeting place and got people out of their homes. 

As it has proved such a huge success, we are looking into expanding firstly by adding a zip wire. 

There are regular weekly checks for litter, dog poo and on the equipment. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Church Report – J Bailey 

Inevitably the number of church services were again curtailed due to restrictions and lock downs. 

Sadly, our two best attended services, Carols and Christmas day were cancelled at the last minute 

due to Covid striking the Bailey family! 

It has been most rewarding to welcome the support from those who now help clean the church and 

maintain the churchyard. Our grateful thanks to them and Russell Martin who produces the 

advertising posters and flyers. 

During March we completed a long-awaited major refurbishment of the historic Bellcote involving 

new shingles and leadwork.  



In August our Rector, Julie will be retiring, and we take this early opportunity to thank her for her 

work in our Parish and wisher her well for the future. 

 

 

 

Stocking Pelham Cricket Club Centenary Season Report – Colin Berthoud 

 We managed a full schedule of matches during 2021 despite continued Covid restrictions.  Teas 

were missed by some but towards the end of the season beers at the end of the game donated by 

the team became an established alternative.  We lost only one game, and team spirit has been very 

high as demonstrated by a full turnout for an end of season dinner at the Brewery Tap.  

Finances were much stronger for the year.  Rather than asking players to pay per game, we asked 

them to make contributions for the whole season and this raised significantly more in match fees 



than the per game route (£1,820 v £665).  Albury paid us £110 per game for their use of the pitch 

raising £715.  East Herts also generously donated £3,000 towards our insurance bills.   

All this meant that at the end of the season the bank balance was £4,672.97 compared to the 

previous year’s £2,048.19, a surplus for the period of £2,624.78, despite significantly rising 

costs.  However, note that without the £3,000 East Herts grant we would have been in deficit.  

2021 proved to be David Nicholls’ last season as Chairman of the club, fittingly leaving at the end of 

our Centenary year and on a high note.  The club is hugely grateful to David for providing the 

backbone to keep it going through some difficult times.  He steps down with morale and finances 

healthier than ever.  David will of course remain closely associated with the club, leading the 

groundsmen team in 2022.  Colin Berthoud takes over as Chairman, and Michael Thorpe as Match 

Director.  Paul White provides continuity as captain on the pitch.  

All our groundspeople continued to work hard to keep the pitch, pavilion and equipment in top 

condition.  Thank you, Sid Whiffen, David Bailey, David Nicholls, Riikka Berthoud, the Bratts, Michael 

Thorpe, Mark Sharman, John Donaldson and everyone else who pitches in with rabbit hole filling, 

strimming and other necessary duties. 

 

 



  Village Hall Report – M Hutchins 

Not much to report this year. The pre-school is continuing to be the only renters while covid is still 

around.  There have been no village events, but another round of grants has boosted the coffers. 

The oil was stolen from the tank and the boiler needs a complete overhaul costing just under £1,800. 

An event over the recreation ground has been planned to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, a 

memorial bench has been purchased and it is intended to plant a tree. 

 

 

 


